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Office of University Relations • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522
MEDIA R E L E A S E
September 19, 1986
GREAT FALLS NATIVE JIM LOPACH SERVES UNIVERSITY
OF MONTANA, GREAT FALLS, AND STATE WITH DISTINCTION
MISSOULA —
Last spring when former President Jimmy Carter
visited the University of Montana to deliver the annual Mansfield
Lecture, one of his hosts was Jim Lopach, chairman of the UM
Department of Political Science and a Great Falls native.
Carter came to UM as the annual Mansfield Lecturer, a role
he accepted in part because of the growing luster of the Maureen
and Mike Mansfield Center at the University of Montana, a center
that Lopach was instrumental in founding.

He chaired both the

founding and the implementation committees for the Mansfield
Center and ultimately guided it through its first year, while the
University conducted a national search for a permanent director.
But important as this work was, Lopach is known and respected on
the UM campus and across the state for far more.
A youthful-looking 42 with sandy-colored hair and a relaxed
demeanor, Lopach has often found himself in the public eye for
his teaching, his research and particularly his service to the
state.
A 1960 product of Great Falls Central, Lopach went on to
attend the UM Law School and earn a doctorate in American
government and public law from the University of Notre Dame.
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Lopach came to the University of Montana in 1973 as the
director of field research on local government projects for UM's
Bureau of Government Research.

He became an assistant professor

of political science in 1975 and a full professor in 1983. He is
now chairman of the department.
From the beginning of his career he was active in public
affairs.

Lopach believes community involvement is a

professional responsibility that comes with the job of being a
university professor.
"My field is American government and public law/' he says,
"and we are a state institution.
public."

We have a responsibility to the

He also says community service challenges him to refine

his own ideas about government.

And finally, as a political

scientist, Lopach feels he must live what he teaches his students
-- that community and government involvement is the obligation of
a citizen living in a democracy.
In Great Falls he has worked with the city and county
governments on several occasions.

In the early 1970s when Great

Falls was making the transition from a mayoral to a city manager
form of government, he published a study of local government. He
has consulted with other local government charter commissions
throughout Montana and has advised state government on issues
like campaign financing and facility siting legislation.
Lopach has also served as a counselor and program advisor to
Montana Boys State, has director UM's master's program in public
more
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administration and has worked with the Montana Institute of
Public Administration, a management training institute for public
officials in Helena.
His ties to Great Falls remain strong.
program of faculty visits to high schools.

When UM sponsored a
Lopach traveled to

Great Falls several times to give guest lectures in the high
schools.
When asked where he finds the time to give, Lopach smiles
and with characteristic modesty says, "You have to realize this
has taken place over a period of years."
It will no doubt continue for many more.
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